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$1,250,000,000 IS ASKED GERMANY VOTES PEA CE CONGRESS WILL TRY KAISER;
TO LOWER LIVING COST; FOR ASSEMBLY ; LEAGUE OFNA TIONS TO COME FIRST;

PLAN MEETS WITH FAVOR NATION TODAY; POINCARE OPENS HIS TORIC SESSION
Government Would Buy

and Then Sell Wheat at
Market Rates.

FUXD TO COVER LOSS

Department of Agriculture
Prepares Bill for Early

Submission.

RETURN TO COMPETITION i

Resolution Presented in House
fo Investigate Fixing

of Prices.

Special Despatch to Tss Sen.
Washington, Jan. 18. The Adminis-

tration's proposal for the first step In
the abandoning of war time price flx-ln- fr

and a return to a competitive basis
will bp contained In a bill now being
drafted by tho Department of Agricul-
ture and which will bo sent to the
Houjo Agricultural

y Committee early
ntTt week.

Thls measure will propose the ap-

propriation of 1,250,000,000 to bo used
Tit the Food Administration In pur-
chasing 1919 stocks of wheat at tho
Government's guaranteed price of $2.26

bushel, such stocks to be disposed of
t world market prices, the Govern-

ment to bear tho loss Involved as part
of Its war tlmo obligations.

The proposal will be supported by
the majority members of the Agricul-
tural Committee and with some llmlta-tio- n

as to the administration of the
fund by several Republican members
as well. But the Republican members
will not permit this or any other
amount of money to be appropriated In
lump sum and under a blanket authori-
zation without knowing definitely
how, when and where the rqoney Is to
it expended, by whom and for what
purpose.

Campaign Causes Comment.
The announcement In Th Si this

morning of a nationwide campaign to
terminate price fixing gave rise to much
onmtnt among national lawmaker to-

tal- Members have been hearing from
their districts about the high cost' of
bring as affected by measures for artl-f.'t-

stimulation and are prepared to
l.ve serious study to the subject.

Representative Gould (N. T.) to-d-

Introduced a resolution as follows:
That the United States Food Admln-Mrano- n

Is hereby directed to Inform
t" House of Representatives of the

reasons which warrant the
"ntinulng of agreements which fix

t5e price of food products and explain
thi reasuns for continuing a practice
"hleh evidently Is directly responsible
for the high cost of llvjng to the con-
sumer, together with detailed Infor-
mation as to the number and scope
of all such existing agreements.
Explaining the resolution, which wa-- J

'frred to the Committee on Agrlcul-'s- r.

Mr Gould said: "I have been view-

er with apprehension the continued ad- -

anre In the cost of the necessities of
' during the last year, and have found

' f( Is widespread nee1 and suffering
a.or.s our people, who can hardly make
o.h ends meet. There Is strong doubt

nj mind as to the soundness and
re sity for a continuation of tho pojlcy

' "- - fixing. Thi seeks by legls-'a-- '

i and other artificial means amount-i"- 5

to coercion to regulate
in opposition 'to the law of supply

ai.l demand, gravely affecting the flow
of fommerce.

To Insist on Accounting.
1 n.n! Insist on an accounting from

" Food Administration-- as to the opcr- -

in arrt effect of the gentle-"Hf'- s

agreement Inaugurated by the
'"-- ' Administration by which prices

fixed on meat products, sugar and
ft'W commodities and shall scrutinize

en- rarefullv future leglslativo pro-!'a- is

aiong these lines. 1 believe pro-(iu--

arn entitled to a fair profit and
'a r treatment from the Government,

t nnt to the excessive profit which
r'f.t Retires Indicate thoy are enjoy-!-- c

at the expense of the consumer."
Thp feeling is prevalent that the wheat

". e guarantee will widely affoct, the on-- r
i r.t cereals and other food

and to this question most of
' n.errhers aro devoting their atten-- n

I ts pointed out that the present
of corn, rye and oats are rela-'- v

at about the same level as wheat
on ' ' ar with a reduction In the price of
" to the consumer and the colncl-i'a- !

leciino In tho cost of flour the
of these commodities will decline In

Pfisortlnn.
i ''gum of 1,250,000.000 to meet

xpen.a of making good the Govern-"- "
s guarantees to wheat producer

'.( Kasis of J2.2S wheat Is estimated,
- rjpr..tonl, on prospects for an ex-- "t

i iiiv large crop and a sharp de-

ft 1 he world market to a point at
' 1 a bushel under the present Gov- -
i .r irnr "pnres.

Chairman. Lever's Attitude.
ha'rmin Iover of tho Houao Asrl- -'

jrai crnmlttee said he favored leg-- r
which, tho Government would

i fa i with the farmers by buying
uhr..i at the Government guarantee

ar u.sposlng of It as advantage--- v

as poslble at the level fixed by
' orid demand,

"hai-r-a- n Lever ald the Information
's.rcd by the Gould resolution would
U out In hearings on the bill
'' being prepared by the Department
'f Aarirult'ire. Representative Ander-Mi- n'

i. ono of the leading Republl- -

' ember of the committee, declared
d support the Gould resolution If

i,s tiffoio the committee did not
i deslr-- Information, In a

' pn;ar3 by way f nmnifnt
' iatlon outlined In the1 article

(Continued on Flftttnth Page.)

WAR ON HERE TO

RESTORE TRADE

Produce Exchange Members
Eagerly Sign Petition to

End Trcsent System.

FIGURES ABE STAGGERING

Excess of 389,221,075 Pounds
of Meat in Storage on Jan. 1

Is Pointed Out.

Slembers of the New York Produce
Exchange Joined hands yesterday with
members of tho Chicago Board of
Trade in what promises to bo a deter-
mined effort on tho part of men Inter-
ested In handling products of agricul-
ture to Induce the Government to
remove restrictions now hampering
trade and to permit the natural opera-
tion of the law of supply and demand.

A petition was placed In circulation
on tho floor of tho exchange asking
Thomas W. Gregory. Attorney-Gener- al

of tho United States, "to take such ac-

tion as will prevent any further arbi-
trary price fixing of hogs and conse-
quently of hog products by a
hog prlco fixing committee, which as
far as we can learn la acting without
any legal status."

The petition was similar to that which
the Chicago men sent on Friday to Mr.
Gregory, and Its English was Just aa
vigorous. Not every member on the
floor signed tho document, but the great
majority of the men who were doing
business or waiting for business to turn
up did not he Hate long In affixing their
signatures.

Business of the day had not rar ad-

vanced before a member 'of the Stock
Exchange telephoned to a member of the
Produce Exchange that if a copy of the
petition vtas sent over ho would be glad
to get Stock Exchange members to sign
It. A copy of the document was for-
warded and It Is believed that It will be
circulated among the etock brokers to-

morrow. '
While the first move In the campaign

ts directed against, any more official
prlco fixing on hogs the campaign In

Itself is rapidly crystallising Into a. na-

tionwide movement on the part of grain
dealers and men engaged in trading in
other foodstuffs to prevail upon tho Gov-

ernment to take Its restraining hand
from the business of the country and
permit trade to get back to original
principles. In this way, and only In
this way, men who tiave signed tho pe-

titions In this city and Chicago say, can
there be a reduction In the coet of liv-

ing to the great consuming public, now
more or less discontented because of
top- notch prices they have to pay for
the things they eat.

Text of Petition o GreRory.
This Is the petition which the Produce

Exchange men are sending to Washing-
ton:

"January' IS. 1919.
To the nan. 7homas TV. Gregory,

Attornr.y-Oener- of the United States,
Wathington, D. C.
"As members of the New York Pro-

duce Exchange, vitally interested ln
handling the products of agriculture, we
petition your honorable self to take sunh
action as will prevent any further arbi-
trary prlco fixing of hogs and consequent-
ly, of hoi products, by a hog
price fixing committee which, as far as
we can learn. Is acting without any legal
status. Price fixing by this committee
has been In operation for several
months.

"As a war measure we would have
nothing to say but would loyally support
any action of the Government for In-

creasing the supply of food. It Is now
no longer a war measure and such arbi-
trary action should be stopped. Everett
C. Hrown, chairman of the hog price
fixing committee, has openly stated that
were it not for the activities of his com-

mittee hogs would now be selling nt
from 10 to 12 cents per pound Instead
of 17 a cents per pound, the price ar-
bitrarily fixed by his committee.

"What end In view the committee has
In holding the prlco of hogs 'and conse-
quently the price of hog products at
from to 7 cents per pound above the
normnl price based on supply and de-

mand ni do not know, but ue do know
that tho arbitrary action of this commit-
tee Is placing a heavy burden on the
long suffering consumers, who comprise
about 70 per cent of tho population of
tho country, In comparison with about
30 per cent of the farmer population, and
that It Is now causing discontent among
the people which Is now openly and bit-

terly expressed.
"As a war measure, well and good,

but in peace tho old law of supply and
demand can fix prices belter than any
Government bureau whose usefulness U
now at an end and whose activities, If
they cannot be entirely suppressed, should
be held down to the strict letter of the
law."

llnilnra Men Stirred Up.

The Sun's publication of tho news
dealing with the Chicago uprising and
the announcement that many members
of the New York Produce Exchange also
Intended to Invoke the aid of the Attorney--

General of the United States stirred
up business men all over the country.

One of the Incidents of the day that
perhaps caused more Interest among
Produoe Exchange men than anything
else was the announcement received by
a private wire from Chicago that the
place of meeting on the matter of hog
prices had been changed from Chicago,
where the hog price fixing committee
has been meeting to Washington, and
that the meeting, scheduled for Thurs-
day. January 23' had been postponed
until Tuesday. January 2S,

The telegram further set forth that
tho packers had been receiving allot-
ments of orders slnco a week ago yes

(Continued on Pijteenth Page.)

1T FOPv ALL I

IN

BOOMS FESS AS

HOUSE SPEAKER

lieprcscntativo Cooper Starts
Cnndidncy of Fellow Mem- -

ber From Ohio.

'HEFOHM ALSO DEMANDED
I

Abolition of Seniority in Ap- -'

pointment of Committee
Chairman Advocated.

Special Pttpateh to Tn Rex.
Washington, Jan. IS. The Speaker-

ship fight' of Representative Simeon D.
Fess (Ohio), also chairman of the Re-

publican Congressional Committee, will
be made In the open from now on andfiucrltig and Germanizing tho world
will Involve an attack on the eenlorlty
rule In the selection of committee chair-
men for the next Congress. This was
strongly Indicated y when Repre-
sentative Cooper (Ohio) made public an-

nouncement of his support of Mr. Fess's
candidacy.

Mr. Fcsa haa for some weeks been dls- -

" IT ' nave becomo ycutscho-Nation- aie

It. Mann prwent minority Volkspartel, with Count Wtarp and
While his friend have discussed von c,onp as tnelr respective
qualifications freely the Ohio member ,Wers Tno forrn(,r Centre ls Cnr,t.
has not announced himself as a candl-- , cn Volkspartel and the leaders are
date and Mr. Cooper's statement y Herren Spahn and Errbergcr. The most
was made during Representative Fess's of tn0 National Liberals have Joined
absence from the city. , tho D(,utw:ne Volkspartel, whose leader

Since tno meeting of the Republican u, Herr stresemann.
.national wommmee in i.nicajro opposi- -
tion to Mr. Mann's candldiev has taken
on programmes of the

all
seen for of freedom,

narucumriy omco rw.u
that Mr. received a roast

of beef a ono of tho
Chicago packers.

. i-- u t , . i ir.

Longworth
although to

understand
delegation

no especially as
Is in as I

growlijf strength impossible Oermany.
Longworth,
be Involved In Speakership

up for general
Is assured th call of a Republican
conference nl ght.
t.ourced purpose ls to discuss IViiubllcan
rollclcH, to It Is ex- -

be considered.
statement follows::
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SOCIALISTS THE
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Control of New

Body.

Sftcml from

Coctiright,
Stockholm, elections

National Assembly
Germany One result

tho revolution In Germany the
attitude Inverted

onco were
pessimists the Kaiser

optimists, some even
Utopian, the voiced

lost

and have turned
had hide

opinions the now
the parlies afraid
expressing The
party of tho Right hiding under

names, ending In
Tho and

Monarchist. Cling

fact they
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forgotten
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abdicated,
Germany's Emperor.

Th,
certain.,-- capitalistic,
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against
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.Still England.
situation

agresslve form and The real
Representative Glllctt (Mas-.- parties hidden behind

have growing optimism. promise pcaCe, order and
".usurr,

showing Mann
and horse frpm

bread,

Recently, however, the nimc of Repre- - u,,mS(ves may collaborate with the
(Ohio) been ropubllc. certainly at the bottom

used with apparent weight, of th(,,r attached the old times.
Fess's friends Insisted thsft though they that monar-tlr- e

behind him. chlstlc counter revolution now
Representative Cooper's announcement have chance of success,

regarded some the Hoheniollerne have made
of the of forever

Mr. That the Issues which
will the fight
nlll como discussion roon

by
for Tuesday Tho an- -

but large extent
pected House politic will

Mr. Cooper's
"Never before tho nationalistic, and the any "pa-hav- e

we been confronted with ,ne of hear.even nl aBaln4.t ieapuo ' fact therequestions we nations. Ideas be ma, hae.
nation
so many

Last the people of )

our realizing this, turned to the ;

party for counsel elected
Repuollcan Congress. hope and pessimistic, and often them say

llevo will measure up and England's intentions the
worthy of the confidence of the "lan oertiow Germany

r,i make country battlefield only to
Bolshevists back at tho

"Last fall tho party
through Its press and at- -

the old time
seniority that made the

of Congress so defective and
In the past. In the

of the Congress our
must not faith and should
men for positions of leader
ship by reason of their qualifications and
not by reason of enlorltv

i trust tne rcenuniicans win iru-i-

this question souarelv .n .he ee
ono of the V

in the country-- . peo -

ffT Tef?.on .n do demand
. ?P, Ut

shall use my best efforts to see
to it men of the highest
Hons are placed at tha head of inipor- -

with
In at

no
pessimistic Gov.

than have
?es

3 NAVY AIRMEN DIE IN

V Man Is Victim
Wreck In Florida,

Punsacola, Kla., Jan. 18. navy
airmen near hero y

fell Into Pensarola Bay.
were Knslgn A. D. of

N. Y, and of
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ENGLAND' EAGER

TO MELT ARMY

'OPEN

Publicity
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"Volkspartel."
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BRITISH PRESS

Clemenceau Is Assailed fori
Change as Premier From

Attitude as Editor.

"WILL NOT WEAR MUZZLE"

London "Star" Says Amej'i-can- s

Will Rack English in

Their Protests.

Speciil Cable Despatch to Tnr. Pr.v.
Copyright. 1M: oil rights reserved.

IjOxnoN. .Tnn. 18. The sudden and
111 timed threat of the peace confer-
ence to forbid publicity tn regard to Itfj

negotiations has caused a most bitter
outburst In tho British newspapers.
The Evening Star, for example, In n
forceful article makes a comparison
between tho American and Hrltlsh fa-

cilities for reporting the proceedings
and President Wilson's determination
to obtain publicity. It adds:

"Premier Clemenceau appears to
have carried his propo-
sal because France, Italy nnd Japan
supported It against the United States
arid Great Britain. He ls a masterful
old gentleman, but his methods are not
always democratic. He does not prac
tlco as Premier what ho preached as
editor.

"Ho has mado a serious mistake in
trying t clap a muttlc on the British
and American press. We will not wear
It ; we are not mad dogs, and we decline
to be treated aa If we were.

"President Wilson has got hold of the
American wire at both ends. We hope
that Premier Lloyd George will get
hold of the British wire at each end.

'The argument for publicity ls unan-
swerable. Fresh air is safer than foul ;

open windows healthier than closed :

freedom manlier than fumes and fog.
For our part we do not seo why the
peace conference should shudder and
Bhlver at the light of day; It Is not a
Congress of Vienna, or a masked con-

clave of men of the Holy Alliance, or an
International thieves' kitchen ; It is u
public body Intrusted with tho task of
carrying out of the great principles and
Ideals formulated bj-- President Wilson.

"Why not do the work boldly nnd
openly? Thero need be no morbidly
neurotic regard for the Inevitable dif-

ferences of opinion. If unity can be
maintained only by secrecy it Is net
worth a week's purchase.''

WAITERS' PLEA REJECTED.

War Lnlior Ilonrd 9nji It llns Xo
Jurisdiction.

Washington, Jan. IS Demands for
higher wages and better working condi-
tions filed with the War Labor Board by
employees of a number of Chicago hotels,
restaurants and clubs were dismissed to-

day b,-- the board. The decision said
'The tase Involve disputes which do

not come within the actlvttles In fields
of production necessary for the effective
conduct of the war."

WILSON TO SEE DEVASTATION.

Will Visit orthern Kroner lie-tne-

Pence Srnslnnt.
Paris, Jan 1 S. -- Iresidcnt Wilson will

avail himself of the first opportunity be- -
tween the meetlnns of tho peace delega
tions at uie rrcnen horessn '.'rac to visir
the devastated regions of Kr.ince

NORTHERN PACIFIC
FLOATED AT LAST

Army Transport Expected to
Come Into Dry Dock.

A fleet of puffing navy and wrecking
tugs pulled the strandel transport
Northern Pacific Into deop water off
Flro Island last night. Word that the
big transport had been floated was
flaehcd by wireless Just nfier S o'clock
to the headquarters of the Tilled Naval
district, 280 Broadway, and there it was
auimed that after a preliminary ex-

amination of her hull the Northern Pa-
cific would proceed to New York harbor

The tugs had been yanking away nt
the Northern Pacific persistently ever
since the last of the 2,4 50 soldiers ehe
carried had been taken off three days
after she piled up on the sand bar s

day. fo tightly was she gripped
In the sand, however, that the straining
tugs made littlo progress day by day.
despite several favorable winds nnd
equally favorable tides.

Aboard the Northern Pacific whm
she slipped off the bar was her com-
mander, Capt. Connoly and n skeleton
rraw composed of Just enough men to
I.e. p the ship In working order. Ap-
parently she had not been seriously dam-
aged and It was taken for granted she.
would be able to come Into New York a
trip of about fifty miles under her own
steam. It was thought some of her hull
plates may have been loosened or dis-
placed and for that reason It was said
she undoubtedly will be placed In dry
dock Immediately, probably at thn navy
yard, for a more thorough inspection
and overhauling.

STATE TO KEEP WAR FLAGS.

301t Artillery Will Deliver Them
to Boston State House.

Boston, Jan. 15. Flags carried by
the 301st Field Artillery during Its ser-
vice In France will be delivered Into the
custody of the State for safekeeping
next Monday. Gov. CoJlldge and his
military staff will receive the colors In
the Hall of Flags nt the State House
with appropriate exercises

Ths 301st forrneily was n pbm nf the
Seventy-sixt- h Division, commanded by
MJur Gen. Harry F J lodges Mnt of
Its member; were from this Stats,

German Assembly Will
Convoke on Feb. 16

LONDON, Jan. 18. A German
Government wireless mes-sag- o

says that Philipp Scheide-man- n,

the Foreipn Secretary, an-

nounced y, that tho Govern-
ment had decided to convoke the
National Assembly February 16.

BOCHES LOSE TO

REDS AT MITAU

Defeated Troops Abandon Sup-

plies to Bolshcviki Cour--

land Capital Afire.

MORE PETR0GRAD RIOTS

Soldiers From China and
Korea Suppress Taradcs of

Starving Workmen.

nv the Associated rress.
Lo.vuoy, Jan, IS. Mltau, the capital

of Courland, has been occupied by the
Bolshevik), according to a German
wireless despatch received here
Tho Germans were obliged to leave be-

hind numerous guns nnd supplies of
ammunition.

After the Germans evacuated Mltau
a big fire .started, destroying a gfeat
number of houses in the centre of the
town.

A German Government wireless mes-
sage received says .

"''Starving workmen are parading the
streets of Pctrograd and many riots have
occurred. Theso were suppressed by
troops from China and Korea, who were
welcomed hy tho Bolshcviki as pioneers
of the Oriental Internationale.

"Tho extension of the armistice treaty
was signed at Treves Saturday afternoon
by .State Secretary JCrzberger."

Foreign Minister Lltvlnoff of the Rus-
sian Bolshevik Government has made
several proposals on behalf of the Soviet
regime, through tha medium of a
friendly emissary, for the opening of
peace neKOttations with the Kntonte, ac-
cording to the Evening Standard to day.
None of Uie-i- propositions, however, has
been substantia! enough to receive seri-
ous consideration cither In Paris or
Ixmdon

The main conditions of tne Bolshevik!
are that their reg'me is maintained In-

tact, with nmtii.iy for all crimes com-

mitted In tliCr name, and that the'r
confiscation of property and money be
rtcozmzed as lawfully enacted measures

GERMAN DELEGATES
ARE FIRMLY BOUND

Will Not Go Beyond Wilson's
Programme.

Raxki , Jan 18 The German Gov-
ernment, according to a despatch from
Berlin, has drawn up lines of policy
whUh the" German delegation to the
pence conference must follow

Tno German delegation, the despatch
ays, wMI oppose the demands of the

Alios, which go beyond the programme
outlined by President Wilson The dele-cilio-

will seek the Immediate suspen-
sion of nil eronomi.' measures against
Germany.

The German Government, according to
tha despatch, will declare through Its
delegates Its readiness In common with
other States to disarm on land and tea
end in the air. Germany, it is dec'arcd,
already has realized tho greater part of
ber disarmament under the terms of the
armistice, and It l.s claimed that this
fact renders unjustifiable tho retention
of her men, as prisoners by the Allies

The Berilir ilespateh further says that
Germany will demand the return of her
colonies. Germany. It adds, will iecog-niz- c

thn principle of tho rtuht of self-1'i- ti

rmliintlon. which should be npp'ir 1

to Germany as It was before tho war,
especially afl regards
The German delegates will' support the
creation of a league of nations In

with the proposals of President
Wilson.

MINISTERS PUT FATE
IN ORLANDO'S HANDS

Reconstruction of Italian Cab-
inet Left to Premier.

Home, Jan IK An nAVta'. note i.
y says

"Since the conclusion of the armistice
and following a dlscussl m in the cham-
ber and the AOtc on credits thn Minis-
ters havo thought It well to place their
portfolios at the disposal of tho Pre-
mier for a reconstruction of thn Cabi-
net. The eventu whlrh followed and the
ahsencn of Premier Orlando delayed thn
plan, which was taken up at a Cabinet
meeting held last Wednesday.

Tri.tn Hits Antoinolillei Ono llend.
Special Despatch to Tne Srs

Atlantic City. Jan. i. An electric
express train .smashed Into an automo-
bile nt I.lnw-ood-

, N J.. this afternoon,
killing Harry Ireland, 17, and serloulv
Injuring Mrs. Hattlo Long und her
daughter Fannie on their way hnrn tn
the automobile. Harvey Ireland, brntner
of Harry, was driving. He escaped

Dr. Illlot Heads Belief Dr.tr.
Bostom, Jan. IS. Tho appointment of

Dr. Charles W. Kllot. prtsldent emeritus
of Harvard I'nlversit, . as Imnorar,
chairman of the Miissnrlmsetts rommlt-te- e

of the Am rlcar Committee for Be
lief in the Near Itan w, s n't ounced to.
da. To the Mas;.. ' ..sells . urn .! tie,
lias ieeii assigned the t,i U o' raising I

ft.BU0.000. I

Responsibility for Starting
of War Gets Early Place

on Calendar.

CLEMEXCEAU IX CHAIR

Erench Premier Chosen

Unanimously on Nomina-

tion by "Wilson.

MOST OF WORK IX SECRET

Method Devised by Which Re-

publicans in Senate Will Be

Informed Privately.

By liAl'ltEXCB IIIM.S.
Staff Correspondent of The St'N.

Copyright, ISM: ail rights reserved.

Paris, Jan. 18. The curtain ling

risen at last upon the final net nf the
great war. Standing between Ills)

brother President of the United State
and Foreign Minister Balfour of
Great Britain and facing the dele-

gates of the tweuty-seve- n nations con-

vened to lay the foundation of tli
new world peace President I'olncar
this afternoon at the Quat d'Orsay
formally opened the Congress of Paris,
as it will be known In history. In the
name of France, Its host, lie solemnly
expressed the hope that lt labors
would entl In removing the menace of
aggreslon by armed force forever
from the world.

The fateful character of the con-

ference was cmplfaslzed.in these first
proceedings when It was determined
not only to write a new world char-
ter but to bring to the bar of justice
tho authors of the crimes which led
to the convocation of this momentous
gathering. Premier Clemenceau pre-

sented an Indictment virtually of the
Kaiser In proposing that one of tho
first acts of the congress should bo to
fix the responsibility of the authors of
tlio war. to which the concress gae
its unanimous consent. Thus the con-

ference i hat formally opened
will become the trial court of the
Kaiser.

I.cnicne or Sjiitlmis et.
Otershndowlng this subject. Pre-

mier 'Icinoni-ea- assorted, was the
question of a league of nations, which,
he ald. would hne first' considera
tion at the next full session of tbfl
peace imgrofs.

Practically all tho seventy-tw- o dele-pat-

to the peace conference were as-
sembled around tho great horsesho
table in tho famous clock room of the
Foreign Office for tho opening scone.
The publlo was not admitted, but In a
great adjoining room sat the pre;
representatives of three continents

All eyes were ilxed upon tho Presl-de-

of the I'nitcd States when in fe-

licitous phrases ho proposed as the
flrt business of tho conference that
Premier Clcmoncrau b" made the ter-mane-

chairman, marking tho first
parliamentary act of America, which
was of epochal character.

The peaci' congress was emphasized
not' onlv bv this participation of

merica but. ns Premier Clemencpan
said In the courso of his speech of ac-
ceptance, in breaking all historical
Kccedents by throwing open the door
upon its proceedings, in taking up first
the responsibility for breaking tlm
peace of the world and In the partici-
pation of the nations to present their
respective national claims.

llnn.lre.l ('nrrrspoiulents Present.
Al! other matters were .suspended
y for tho first meeting of th

great rongress. All tin' press repre-
ss motives were admitted to tills open-
ing, tcmpnrnnly solving the trou-
blesome question of puMioitj . the hun-
dred correspondents taking plnccs In
nn adjoining loom looking on the s

through four archways
The crowd outsabi assembled early

along the quay to watch the nrrivnl
of the delegates. A company of Fiencli
Infnntrj was posted m the courtyard
with a band for the arrival of th
French President Thn hall began
filling early with secictnries; the dip-
lomats of the smaller nations svero th
llret of the members to appear, about
2 o'clock-Ther- e

was a gold chair at tho head
of tho horseshoe for l"rridont Pom-cpir-

slowly the other chairs around
tho tablo woro filled, tho Indian
princes with their turbans wearing
the only distinctive costumes. Geo
Hllss was among the few uniformed
delegates, thn others wearing frock
coats. Their fares alone were tho
Index to their nationalities.

27 Notions at Tulilr.
It w.us an assemblage of tho states-

men of the world. Impreiaivp In thn
picture presented as the spokesmen nf
twenty-se- v n nations arranged them-
selves around the long tables. America
und Great Britain were at the head of
the horseshoe, uheio thn two longi
tudlnal tables woro Joined. On the
outside of the left hand table shi
Britain's children, whoso recognition
was one of the greatest acts of the
i onferenee, Australia first, Cnriadu
i.et and Indu next The Japane
. tn after the British colonics

li.sd' of both Mbles s .t the i in
nations Cuba and American ward
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